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Exercise 1

1. “Stop following me around the 

cafeteria”, demanded Martha. 

2. Because no one ever saw Mrs Jones 

without a cigarette in her hand, she was 

regularly called “the dragon lady”. 

3. “Have you ever heard such outrageous 

name-calling?” asked Frank. 

4. Margaret asked: “Have you heard 

anything from our Malaysia office?” 

5. Do you know why they always call Mathew “Ted”? 

6. Homer Simpson said: “If you don’t like your job, 

you don’t strike! You just go in every day, and do 

it really half assed. That’s the American way.” 

 7. “You only need to check the printer’s status 

once every day”, Camilla explained. “That way 

it’s easier to make sure its ‘user convenience 

features’ haven’t jammed the print queue.” 

 8. “He was speaking quietly at the next table”, said 

Veronica, “and then I noticed he was wearing a t-shirt 

printed with the words ‘White Supremacy’ ”. 

Exercise 2

1. “I’m not leaving until you answer my 

question!” stated Benjamin aggressively. 

2. Elizabeth looked up from her desk 

and asked, “Are you still here?” 

3. “I’m going to the intercultural sensitivity workshop 

next week”, stated Julie. “You’re going, too, aren’t you?”

4. “Larry, what do you think we should 

work on today?” asked Brad. 

5. When my boss heard that the project 

would now be delayed by at least two weeks, 

he shouted: “You’ve been promising me all 

month that everything would be on time!”

6. When I told Catherine that we couldn’t go farther 

because the car had run out of gas, didn’t she turn 

to Steven and say “Now this is a fine mess”? 

7. I like to use the phrase “full stop” to end statements 

when I want to imply “and that’s the end of the matter”.

Exercise 2

1) no fun 

2) fun 

3) funny 

4) funny 

5) funny 

6) fun

Exercise 1

1) made

2) let 

3) left 

4) have 

5) leave 

6) make

etw. vertagen

Dauerrede, Obstruktion

Troublesome Translations 
(page 19)

 




